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In the mid-1970s, MXR was
producing what many
believe to be the greatest phaser
ever made, the legendary ‘script
loge’ Phase 90. Players such as
David Gilmour, Andy Summers
and Jeff Baxter were all
conjuring memorable sounds
from their Phase 90s but it
wasn't until a young Eddie Van
Halen sparked up an
instrumental called ‘Eruption’
that guitarists started knocking
down the doors of their local
music shop demanding the
pedal he used to get ‘that sound’.
[ a strange twist of fate, it was
probably the sound Eddie created with
this Hittle orange box that led to the
first design changes to this pedal.
Players were a bit disappointed when
their Phase 90s didn't seem to
reproduce the tones that Eddie
extracted out of his, pmhﬁhly becavise
thev'd forgotten to order a wall of
Marshalls and a truck lIoad of talent at
the same time. Consequently, certain
resistor values were tweaked to glve
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the Phase 90 a more pronounced
rid-range o it would sound bigger
through small amps, but many felt
that with these chamnges the pedal lost
a bit of it's character,

Around the same time the company
changed hands and the MXR logo was
replaced with the current ‘block’ styie,
which made the original Script logo'
version pretty easy to spot for players
who preferred the sound of the older
pedals. Nowadays originals change
hands for big bucks, but MXR has
released what may be the ultimate
pedal reissue — the Vintage 1974 Phase
90, To test out this new pedal, we have
rummaged around in the dusty G&
oy cupboard and dug out our very
own original MXR Phase 90 made in
1974 for comparison.

CONSTRUCTION &
FEATURES

50 pedantic are the collectors ol
vintage Phase 90s that most of them
will even be able to specify what sort
of enclosure their pedal is in, the
maost collectable being the original
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‘Bud Box" from 1974, The relssue’s
enclosure is, in all but name, the same,
The circuit board, components and
construction bear more than just a
passing resemblance to the original
pedal as well,

The circult board |s identical to the
ariginal with all components beelng
either the same or modern day
equivalents of what was available in
the early "70s. As there are no modern
surface mount components wse here,
even the construction method is the
same as it was back in the carly days of
MXR, when these things were being
put together in a chicken shed. MXR
has even included a piece of the same
type of insulating foam between the
circuit board and the back plate, so in
20 vears this should also disintegrate
and leave an awlul mess just like in
the originals!

I'he single speed control gives you
access 1o all the classic Phase 90 tones
and, in keeping with the original,
there is no DC power adaptor input,
so this pedal will only operate on a 5V
battery. Although changing [+ |
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