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T his might be Vintage’s first stab at a parlour-sized guitar, but 
it’s an unqualified hit. With a 12-frets-to-the-body neck and 
a slotted headstock, it’s a trad-style picker dressed to 

impress. The all-solid spruce/rosewood body is bound in 
maple with abalone top purfling; the fingerboard, also 
maple-edged, sports decorative markers. A great 
looker, then, and the finish – gloss on the body, 
satin on the neck – is flawless. Parlour neck profiles 
can be dauntingly broad, but this one is a 
comfort zone with a regular 43mm nut width. 
Fingerstyle is definitely on the agenda, however, 
thanks to a spacious higher-position span and 
decent string spacing at the bridge.

Eschewing the middly brashness of many 
parlours, the V1800 has a relatively pure, folk-like 
tone which may not be so blues-focused but is 
more versatile for tackling divergent playing styles. 
The guitar also punches above its weight for volume and 
projection, courtesy of the near-00-size body. You can buy 
into this compact genre more cheaply, but the Vintage’s 
combination of quality and value is hard to resist.

Johnson 
JO-16
Price: £229 
Reviewed June 18/5
Contact: Westside  
☎ 0141 248 4821  
Web: www.westsidedistribution.com 
Cheap acoustics invariably play it safe but 
this solid spruce/mahogany, Martin-
influenced 000 from Johnson is targeted 
straight at the fingerstylist. A wide, deep 
neck plus super-airy string spacing at the 
bridge makes for a dream of a picker, 
with a super sound to match. The zingy-
edged tone is open, clear and 
sustaining, with plenty of punch for 
the body size. The nut and saddle 
are real bone, and the early 45-
style fretboard markers the 
butterbean-knob tuners look cool. 
The JO-16 isn’t for the average 
strummer, but it’s an 
outstandingly good, proper 
fingerstyle instrument for very 
little money. That’s almost as 
rare as hen’s teeth.

Parkwood 
PW320M 
Price: £499
Reviewed February 18/1 
Contact: HC Distribution 
☎ 00 353 59 9134268 
Web: www.parkwoodguitars.com

This elegantly-detailed solid spruce/
mahogany guitar is an auditorium – one 
size up from a grand concert. As usual 
with Cort-made acoustics, the build is 
tidy and the materials are good quality. 
On the back and sides the finish is a low-
gloss open-pore lacquer, but the regular-
width neck is grain-filled for a slick and 
easy grip, while white fingerboard 
binding and black-buttoned tuners 
emphasise the instrument’s clean lines. 
The PW320M performs robustly for a 
000, and there’s a good sense of 
headroom. The tone is neutrally 
balanced for an appealingly smooth 
delivery, supported by enough low-
end warmth to suggest that the 
sound will mature very nicely 
indeed. Well worth a punt.

WINNER
Vintage

BEST FOR...
A true fingerpicker at a 
truly bargain price

BEST FOR...
Elegant and affordable 
000-sized all-rounder

Reviewed July 18/6 Price: £449

WINNER

& BASS MAGAZINEAwards 2007
Best Acoustic Guitar Under £500

ACOUSTIC GUITARS: 
Under £500

Contact: JHS ☎ 0113 286 5381 
Web: www.jhs.co.uk
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