Pete

Engelhart

Metal Percussion

The interesti

From £26 | Pete Engelhart has long been associated with quality and

originality, Charlie Price examines his classic and futuristic metal percussion.

Cha cha bell

This befl hasalivety ring that really cuts
through the music, and it s great for
syrcopated Afro-Cuban style rhythms

Tiburon
Turn this cowbsall on
one and with ifs Tm’'n tha
air, and you' i see why s micknamed the

Shark, Hit it hard and it can take your head off!

The UFO
Looking ke a character
from a " f0s instant mash
advert, UFD stands for
Unidentifiad Fur&y Chiect,
and it isexactly that
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Clave bell
Thestaccato sound
of this bell comes
pecause of the
heavy dampang
to e iresice of
the instryrrsent

any drummers will have been
M mada aware of Pete Engathart’s

it percussion following the
introduction of the Ribbon Crasher and
Remo Spoxe as used by Terry Bozzio
Rhythm Tech still produces Ribbon
Crashers but with the further addition
of six new superbly crafted instruments,
the percussionist now has access (o
acomplete family of traditional and
innovative futuristic metal percussion

Sound sculptures
The clave bell is an inferasting alternative
to the ubiguitous synthetic wood blocks
that are currently availzble. bringing
cuthing, riNging overtones over a fairly
staccato sounding bell (the staccato
sound is due to heavy damping inside
the instrument). Available in two sizes,
the ciave belis can also be mounted
tegether using a double clave bell
bracket (avallable separately) creating
melodic, low-valume a-go-ga-esgue
patierns. | played these on my timbale
setalong with the chacha bell. and the
tones were wilder and maore satistying
than I'd experienced bafore. When you
play clave patterns on syrthetic blocks,
and then switch to the Engefhart clave
bellyou notice the difference in sound
| used the smaller size on gajate brackets
sothey can be played with a bass drum
pedal equipped with a cowbell beater,
and it cut mcely considening s size

The cha cha bell fell musically
alongside the clave bell and helped give

soumie life to many of the riythms that

I'd played before, [thas alively ring

that really cuts through the music
ancl it s great for syncopated Afro-

Cubanstyle patterns. The chacha

bell features a unigue sidemaurt with
the standard 144" diameter hole and
chunky wingnut which means that
you can play both ends as 1s traditional
with hand-held cowbells. Some players
might consider the cha cha bell alittle
too lively when compared to other mass-
produced bells that give a dulled and
miuted tone, but that's why | loved them!
Mext up is the Tiburon, aka the Shark!
I yau turn this cowbell an ane end with
its "hirn inthe air, you |l see where it gets
its nickname, It youw hit it hard it can take
your head off. Featuring a rounded rmetal
handle welded directhy to the end of the
cowbell, itis surprisingly comfortable
1o hold, it could also be playved whan
holding the bell by its mouth. You can
get anice selection of tones from the
Tiburon and the tones vary when it s
squeezad shghtly, making for a very
musical bell, There are two hand-held
pitches available (A and Gl along with
mountad versions in A, Ab, Eand F, each
featuring a substantial wing nut. These
could be grouped together onone post
or peppered throughout the kit

Loving the alien

Check this fella out! Looking like a
character froma 70s instant mash
advert. the UFQ (that's Unidentified
Furdey Obyect) is hi-hat-like in
construction, with a large lower matal
flanged cyrmbal and a smaller beil
shaped top cymbal, At only 5" in
diametar it is easy o position an cymial
stands or 344" cowball posts, allowing a
wide range of dynamic possibilities when
playing nde patterns or cascara styles
When played hard the cymbals create

aneerie wah wah or flanger effect that 3
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looking shade drums
he whiobe constructon
sings with a shrill melodic mberval
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PRICES
(Chachabell

Claye balls

Double clave
bell beackst £26

Handhelda-gogo
£56

£40
£35

Handheld fsburan
A tuning E60
G turiing £60

Shade drums
£135

Uredentified

Funky Obsect  ESG
CONTACT

John Hornby
Shewes & CoLtd
Saam Houss
Parkinson Apprcach
Gartorth

Leeds

L5265 2HR
Telephone

0113 2865381
Website

v P oo Lk

www Finythmitech.com

ALGUST 2005 RHYTHM 037



Pete Engelhart has managed
literally to beat life into these
wonderful sound sculptures.

cuts off almast instantly, and | was
guickly able to adapt the wsual hi-hat
figures to create some interesting funk,
Latin and drurm’n'bass grooves, The UFD
15 & useful addition to your arsenal as you
can play several sounds with one stick
(sumvlar toclosed, halt-open and gpen
hi-hat saunds), and it bridges the gap
bertween X-hats (which only produce
one saund at a tme) and a remote
cable ni-hat fwhch needs bwo imbs to
play it). You could position this unigue
instrument amywhere on a kit, and with
the simple-but-sturdy mounting
hardware, you could easily deploy
multiple UFCs for interesting
two-handed double
ricde possitilitres
Whenyvou
first

Handheld a-go-go bells
The mouths of these
blts are pambed red or
blu@ in contrast to the
unfinished steel axlanar

strike the handheld a-go-go bells you will
be pleasantly surprised by their beautiful
tones and their sustain. The bells are
hand tuned o achieve intervals of major
ar rmingr thieds, fourths or fifths soyou
can play very melodic patierns, The
review model is a handheld pair. which
have a flexible handle sovau can
squesze the two bells together and
procuce a click as they strike each other.
This could be wseful for when you
nead a more staccato sound, achieved
by squeezing the two bells together and
then striking them. The mouths of the
belis are painted red or biug inan
attractive matt finish in cantrast to the
unfinsshed wolded steal exterior. A
mauntabde a-go-go s also available
easily mountable about the drum set or
percusson rg via " cowbell posts

Cool shades

The interesting-looking metal shade
drums come ina pasr, and are more
resund than Engelhart s lens drums
which are of simifar construction, They
have a hammered steel resonant top
and bottom, with welded sides-and two
iy hales an the edge

of each one to let the air
escapa when you hit it
Thereis arounded sound
bar that crosses their

radius and is welded to each end, When
struck it produces a sound somewhers
between chimes and a steel drum. You

can mount them anywhere around the
drurn set via a steel-welded mounting
bracket made entirely from stesl
companents. The whole thing sings with
ashrill melodic interval whan hit. Both
drurms are fully adjustable so you can
mount them inline or side-by-side_ @




